
dents. Colleges that are unprovided with the mod-
ern facilities for teaching students should not be
recognized by any board, and a requirement to that
effect might well be the first test. The efficiency of
the medical school is in proportion to the complete-
ness or otherwise of its teaching outfit.

A school which is not fully equipped should be
suppressed. So far as this "Independent" Medical
College is concerned we do not believe it has any
existence except on paper. Its graduates are to be con¬

sidered as practicing medicine and obtaining money
from their patients under false prétentions. This
is, as we understand it, one of the concerns that offer
to teach students at their own homes and prepare
written questions and answers so that the student
may not be put to the trouble of visiting the "col¬
lege," but may have his degree conferred in absentia.
The time has come when medical men should speak
out in regard to certain half-baked institutions which
flaunt their signs in the air like those announcing an

approaching circus.1 The mere desire of some half-
educated person to be a "professor" should not of
itself constitute any reason for recognizing a paper
college, and that there are numerous medical colleges
that are not demanded by the community or the
necessities of the times is self-evident, and the pro¬
fession itself should neither encourage students
in going to these cheap John establishments nor give
countenance to the persons engaged in keeping them
up, So far as the "Independent Medical College" is
concerned, we have never heard that they ever passed
through the formality of giving lectures, and indeed
it is quite probable that the kind of medicine taught
by this particular diploma mill may come as well by
mere contact with the sheepskin as by personal
instruction of a venal "professor."

Let us hope that the State Boards of Examiners and
licensing bodies everywhere may stimulate and encour¬

age good schools by strong and vigorous rulings con¬

cerning teaching methods and appliances.

CORRESPONDENCE.
Drs. Rochester and J. R. Lemen on Paquin's

Serum.
St. Louis, Sept. 29, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Dr.Rochester's letter (Journal American
Medical Association of September 18) in reply to my expla-
nation of his unfair criticism of my work (Journal, August 31)
is self condemning. It does not demonstrate that he was jus-
tified, and that his efforts to find the truth about sero-therapy
in tuberculosis were unbiased. It emphasizes the spirit of
reckless indulgence which was manifest in his criticisms of a

remedy, which, although not claimed by me to be perfect, is
just what I have represented it to be, and was endorsed by
many superior physicians. And it again shows a disposition
to ruin rather than help those who sacrifice their existence in
work to advance the sciences of medicine. I was humiliated

to have to publish letters to explain my position, but I was

justified ; Dr. Rochester left no other recourse.
As to Dr. Joe Lemen of St. Louis, his good results with

serum (Paquin) in tuberculosis are on record, and the records
were written by himself and sent to me. The case of acute
tuberculosis (the purest type of the disease) that recovered
under this treatment, three years ago, under his care, is still
living and well, and may be seen by the doctors who will go to
the trouble to get at the facts. This is evidence that he wrote
the truth then.

As to any special damage produced by antitubercle serum,
such a thing does not occur in the hands of the careful physi¬
cian. The usual untoward effects of sero therapy in general,
occasionally noted after injections of the best diphtheria anti¬
toxins of Germany, France and other countries, have rarely
occurred with antitubercle serums. Deaths have occurred
from the use of the most vaunted foreign antidiphtheric
serums, but never with antitubercle serum (Paquin). We are
frank enough in our literature and directions to explain all the
untoward effects known. Such precautions are not generally
taken by other antitoxin-producers. Thus advised, a conscien¬
tious physician will act properly and safely. Such serious
accidents as are charged to some diphtheria serums, have
never been reported as resulting from the use of any of the
serums (for tuberculosis, tetanus, diphtheria, erysipelas, septi¬
cemia, puerperal fever, etc. ) of the Paul Paquin Laboratories.

Dr. Lemen's comparison between the effects of antitubercle
serum and Koch's old tuberculin amazes me. I thought Dr.
Lernen knew that one is antitoxin, the product of immunized
blood, and the other a toxin, the product of germ life in cul¬
ture. These two agents are antipodes. They have opposite
effects. No amount of unjust criticisms and unjust repudia¬
tion on the part of Dr, Lernen or any one else, no matter how
good a physician, can outweigh the reports made by the scien¬
tific investigators of character who have made favorable
reports. Such men can not be influenced by personal motives,
or led by unscrupulous taskmasters. In self defence, the
ground of the Doctor's attack might be given, did I not feel it
indelicate and too ungenerous. This must be held as a dernier
ressort should it become absolutely necessary to repel any more
of the unkind criticisms and fallacies. I court fair criticisms
of a scientific nature and gladly discuss them. They conduce
to the advance of science. But mere denials or statements, or

repudiations, without scientific backing, and without clinical
records, particularly when inspired by unworthy motives,
force upon me very painful duties. I can only meet them in
part and can scarcely do justice to myself, without touching
on personalities and giving offence. The consolation I have is
the feeliDg that, as a rule, the readers realize quickly and appre-
cíate the animus of an unfair critic. Paul Paquin, M.D.

An Aseptic Hospital for Yellow Fever.
Chicago, Oct. 4, 1897.

To the Editor :\p=m-\Duringthe epidemic of yellow fever in 1878,
I suggested the plan of what might be called an aseptic hospi-
tal. The suggestion brought forth no fruit. It seems to me
that the present is an opportune time to repeat my proposition.
It is based on the assumption that the germ of the disease per-
vades the atmosphere and that, as a necessity, the patient is
continually inspiring new quanta of the noxious toxin.

The suggestion is to prepare a building for hospital purposes
so that it shall be air-tight. Air enters it and leaves it through
channels comparable to the ordinary furnace and ventilating
pipes. This air has been heated to a degree judged to be suffi-
cient to destroy the yellow fever germ and subsequently cooled
to a proper temperature. It is forced into the building by an
air blast, and it is withdrawn from it by the suction force of a
pump. In this way all parts of the sanitarium are supplied

1 When we wrote this line we were not thinking of a nocturnal institu-
tion that has stretched a canvas sign across one of the principal
streets of Chicago!
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by air freed from germs of the disease. The exhaust air from
the building is also on its way outward purified by heat.

In the halls through which the building is entered an extra
pressure of air is maintained, so that a strong blast from within
prevents the entrance of the circumambient air when the doors
are momentarily opened. It would be necessary, of course, in
extemporizing such a sanitarium, that plants already erected
and offering facilities for the contemplated arrangements
should be pressed into service. Thus, gas works would be
available for supplying heated air ; and a manufactory of ice,
or a cold storage warehouse, could be utilized for refrigerating
it. John Bartlett, M.D.

Philadelphia County Medical Society.
Philadelphia, Sept. 25, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Willyou kindly announce on behalf of the
Philadelphia County Medical Society that I have a consider-
able number of volumes of Transactions of the Medical
Society of the State of Pennsylvania from 1889 to 1894, and
some earlier ones in not perfect condition, which I shall be
glad to furnish any one who will apply in person, or forward
to any one who will accompany his application with the cost
of packing and transportation, about 25 cents by mail.

Respectfully, Augustus A. Eshner, M. D.
Chairman Publication Committee.

224 S. Sixteenth St.

A Department of Public Health.
Amite City, La., Oct. 3, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Theurgent need for a Department of Pub-
lic Health comes prominently to the front in this section of the
country.

Arbitrary and irrational quarantine methods are the rule,
frequently enforced by the persuasive shotgun, travel and traffic
are interfered with, the mails are delayed or stopped altogether,
running of trains upon trunk lines hampered, and every incon-
venience imposed that the ingenuity of frightened people can

devise.
Quarantine and safety would both be made sure, the needs

of commerce and the general public alike protected, and the
losses minimized, if all interests centered in a Department of
Public Health, instead of allowing each community to regu-
late such matters for itself.

From a shut-in center, with all kinds of quarantine on all
sides, I certainly echo your sentiments, let us have a Depart-
ment of Public Health. Yours truly,

C. S. Stewart, M.D.

SOCIETY NEWS.
Detroit Medical and Library Association.\p=m-\Atthe regular meet-

ing of the Detroit Medical and Library Association September
13, Dr. Andrew P. Biddle read an interesting paper on "Some
Common Types of Germ Dermatoses," in which he took up
some of the common skin diseases that owed their existence to
micro organisms and in which the bacteriologists made the
diagnosis and the clinicians with their practical therapeutics
proved the correctness of the etiologic factor. The author
dwelt upon the subdivision of the schizomycetes, naming as the
factors in the causation of some of the diseases, the micrococci
and the bacilli, especially the former, the streptococcus pyo-
genes and staphylococcus pyogenes aureus, and also taking the
stand that we suspect a microbic origin in eczema, psoriasis,
pemphigus, etc. The requirement of a suitable soil for the
developing of micro organisms was first mentioned and then
the clinical difference in different cut aneous diseases which are

produced by their surroundings and accidental causes was

touched upon, and the boil and carbuncle were cited. These,

it was stated, were due to the presence of the staphylococcus
pyogenes aureus ; that both have an active local inflammation
of more or less intensity, resulting in the formation of a core,
and that they both produce a systemic disturbance due to the
auto intoxication. It was also stated that the difference was
caused by the different situations of the two lesions ; that the
carbuncle invaded tissue that was less elastic, that the exit of
the pus was more difficult and that the fertile soil of patients
suffering from diabetic and other trouble in which carbuncle
was often found, made it more easy for the propagation of the
micro-organism. He showed that micro organisms were to be
found around the invaded area of boils, and illustrated the
same by citing a case in which, after the partial disappearance
of a boil a second one appeared. The first one being one of
considerable annoyance, both local and constitutional, to the
patient ; the doctor excised the second with the result that
the local and constitutional trouble was cut short. The Doc¬
tor gave the history of some cases that came under his care in
the Children's Free Hospital, in which on the parts sub¬
ject to exposure to infection, as the hands, the face and the
buttocks, there was found a condition of pustulo-crustaceous
eruption, to which the Doctor was unable to give a categoric
name. There was a number of pustules about the size of a
split pea of irregular shape, raised above the surface and with
a tense epidermic wall sometimes covered with a yellow, brown
or blackish crust undermined by a purulent discharge, with a
history of scratching, and upon examination pediculosis,
scabies, and the other parasitic causes were eliminated. The
Doctor came to the conclusion that this disease was due to
infection with pus producing cocci, usually staphylococcus
pyogenes aureus or albus, and classed these cases with those
suffering from pyodermia. Another class of diseases cited
was among those admitted to the Children's Free Hospital, in
which the skin lesion was so extensive as to make one believe
that the trouble was some loathsome constitutional disease.
The parts affected were the region of the genitalia and in the
neighborhood of the uncombed hair, which isa mass of pustulo-
crustaceous eruption. The skin is reddened, excoriated and
infiltrated, which causes intense suffering to the little ones.
Removal of the crust with soap and hot water and the applica¬
tion of antiseptic washes, destroyed the pus germs and at once

brought about a change for the better. Another trouble
is furnished by men who have been to some barber shop (prob¬
ably the cleanliest) and who come, fearing they are suffering
from barber's itch. Barber's itch or tinea sycosis is caused by
the tricophyton. There is another variety of sycosis however,
which somewhat resembles barber's itch, which is due to the
invasion of pilo-sebaceous crypts with pus cocci. This variety
does not present fully the picture of the tinea sycosis, though
if it is neglected the hair follicles become sooner or later
involved, especially in the region of the upper lip. The lesions
are as a rule few in number and usually circular or oval in out¬
line. There is some tumefaction and exudation covered with
a very tenacious, brownish-yellow crust, beneath which is a

purulent discharge. That pus organisms are present is proven
by the fact that an antiseptic ointment applied after carefully
removing the crusts, rapidly cures the disease. Very often
this disease assumes the nature of a boil. The Doctor then
enumerated some cases met with in his own practice, illus¬
trating the different types of this disease, concluding with the
advice that all cases should have careful attention in treat¬
ment after the recognition of their true nature with persever¬
ance in the application of cleanliness, antisepticisrn and slight
astringency.

PUBLIC HEALTH.

The Bubonic Plague, according to a dispatch of September
22, is again on the increase in Bombay Presidency, several
Europeans having been attacked.
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